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REGISTRATION

Voluntary registration continues. There has been some difficulty
at Krugersdorp and Standerton. In these towns the authorities have
demanded ten finger-impressions, and this has annoyed people. There
is no reason to be annoyed. Anyone who wants to can claim exemption
from the ten finger-impressions after stating his reasons. He cannot get
into trouble for that, and he may therefore rest secure on that account.
But no one should imagine, on the other hand, that he can avoid giving
the ten impressions without reason. He must state the reason, such
as religious scruple or [his right to] exemption on grounds of education
or status.

There are others who are reluctant to'give even the thumb-
impressions. This is improper. I think the thumb-impressions must
be given, if demanded. I, however, advise those who have raised a sincere
objection against the ten impressions to remain firm.

WHITE HAWKER'S RIGHT

A white hawker was making his rounds in the Germiston Location,
which is where he lives. According to a by-law in force in Germiston,
no white can live in the Location or do business in it as a hawker. He
challenged this by-law and the case went to a court. The Magistrate
fined him. An appeal was then preferred in the Supreme Court which
ruled that the municipality was authorized to make such a regulation,
and accordingly upheld the sentence. This is an important decision.
There are many points about it which deserve to be noted,
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"And therefore I say to you: whether or not you believe the
accusation, whether or not you acquit me, be sure that I will not forsake
the path I have chosen for myself even if I have to die for it many times.
"Please do not be angry with me for what I say. Pay heed to my
words. I think you will profit by them. What I am about to say now
will perhaps make you angry. But listen carefully without anger. Since
I am what I am, if you put me to death, you will do more harm to
yourselves than to me. Meletus and others can do me no harm for it
is not in their power to do so. It is impossible that a good man can be
injured by a lesser person. As a consequence of his charge against me, I
may be put to death, or exiled, or deprived of my rights as a citizen.